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Beyond Clean Manual Cleaning Expert Series:

ACCESS AND ORGANIZATION: A PLACE FOR
EVERYTHING AND EVERYTHING HAS ITS PLAGE

Jamie Zarembinski, CCSVP
Clinical Educator - Sterile Processing, Key Surgical

Although instrument cleaning brushes, and other cleaning
tools may not “spark joy” in the minds of all sterile processing
professionals, organization guru Marie Kondo would probably
agree that access and organization can have a significant
impact on productivity and efficiency in the sterile processing
department. Technicians in decontamination should not be
limited by inaccessible cleaning tools, and in this case, that
means two things: Cleaning tools should be accessible while in
use at each sink and additional inventory should be stored
within the decontamination area. Technicians should identify
the required cleaning tools for the instrument set and gather
the needed supplies prior to manual cleaning. The items should
be in stock, in clearly labeled bins, and stored in a designated
area within the decontamination department. It is critical that
items are easily accessible. Requesting a brush from outside of
the decontamination area, or worse, doffing PPE to access a
storage area outside of decontam is far from efficient and may
promote cutting corners or skipping steps in the
decontamination process. Storage of items like brushes,
cleaning tools, and detergents should be at the sink or within a
few steps of sink. Personal lockers, drawers under or around
the sink, and locked or difficult to access areas are not
acceptable storage areas for cleaning tools. A well-stocked,
well-organized decontamination area will not only improve
productivity and efficiency, it may even “spark joy” in the
instrument cleaning process at your facility

"| Have more manual cleaning questions? Contact Jamie at: Jamie.Zarembinski@KeySurgical.com
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representative and clinical educator at Key Surgical. Recent
recipient of the Robert Hilbolt Award for outstanding healthcare
professional in the Sterile Processing industry from the Michigan
Society of Healthcare Central Service Professionals (MSHCSP).
| Currently, Jamie is a Clinical Educator for Sterile Processing at
Key Surgical. She plays an active role in the sterile processing
industry as a speaker at medical facilities and educational

seminars around the United States. She works with sterile

processing staff to share, develop, and implement best practices
based on recommendations by our governing bodies such as
ANSI/AAMI, TAHCSMM, SGNA, AORN and others. She is a
member of IAHCSMM, AORN and is a voting member of AAMI
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AA-BEYONDCLEAN




