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 ARE YOUR DEVICES SHOWING

  EARLY WARNING SIGNS 

 O F  D A M A G E ?



When the ‘change oil’ light comes in your car, do you wait for
the car to stop working before heading into the shop?
Unfortunately, this reactive approach is fairly common when it
comes to surgical device repair, because of a couple key
reasons:

Not enough inventory: Healthcare facilities often do not
have enough devices to cover their surgical case volumes.
Given the cost of a new scope, it’s important for decision-
makers to be strategic in their purchasing. However,
purchasing fewer scopes initially promotes overuse,
prevents proactive maintenance, and ultimately increases
the number of reactive repairs. Reactive repairs also
typically cost more and are a significant source of stress for
frontline workers – which no one wants! 

Not knowing what to look for: Healthcare facilities typically
do not receive training on the early warning signs that a
scope needs maintenance, which can lead end-users to keep
using a scope until it breaks completely. Not only is this
more expensive, since catastrophic damage is more
expensive than catching it early, but it also creates risk for
patients. Scopes can be damaged in subtle ways that still
allow them to “function,” but make them impossible to
clean properly. 

The good news? There’s an easy way to overcome both issues –
and it’s not buying more scopes! It starts with some simple
education for both front-line users and SPD staff to be able to
detect early warning signs of damage.

Here is a direct link to Preventive Maintenance Inspection
Worksheets to assist facilities in understanding what early
warning signs to look for when implementing a preventive
maintenance program for your surgical devices.
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