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Beyond Clean HVAC Expert Sertes:

COVID, AIR, & HVAC

David N. Schurk DES., CEM., LEED-AP.,
CDSM., CWEP., SFP., CIAQM., HCC..
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The Centers for Disease and Control (CDC) has recently
revised coronavirus guidance to state that it spreads through
airborne transmission. This has been a long-awaited
announcement by healthcare and scientific communities
which have pushed the CDC for months to make such an
acknowledgement. The CDC revision states the virus can
sometimes spread through airborne particles that can “linger
in the air for minutes to hours” and among people who are
more than 6 feet apart, but adds that it is “much more
common” for the virus to spread through larger respiratory
droplets that are produced when somebody coughs, sneezes,
sings, talks, or breathes. It has been known through studies on
other airborne diseases that respiratory droplets can
evaporate to a very small size, becoming what is known as
“droplet-nuclei” which can remain suspended in the air for
hours or longer. If these small droplets contain infectious
viral material they are then of concern to susceptible
individuals who may unknowingly inhale them. This now adds
your Heating, Ventilating, and Air-Conditioning (HVAC)
system to the list of potential safety measure which help
ensure proper social distancing, considering that air-cleaning
may be able to help remove airborne elements of concern from
the indoor air. While CDC’s recommendations remain the
same, suggesting that people can protect themselves from the
virus that causes COVID-19 by staying at least 6 feet away
from others, wearing a mask that covers their nose and mouth,
and washing their hands frequently, this recent
announcement puts focus on maintaining the effectiveness of
your facilities HVAC system as an additional resource to help
keep people safe and healthy while inside buildings.

Questions? Contact David at: david.schurk@globalplasmasolutions.com
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David serves as Director of Business Development for Global Plasma,
Solutions, headquartered in Charlotte NC (USA). In previous positions
he worked for three of the world’s largest HVAC manufactures,
including Carrier, Daikin, and Trane. David is a Licensed Designer of
Engineering Systems with over 38-years of experience in the design
' and analysis of heating, ventilating, and air-conditioning systems for a
variety of market sectors, with a special focus on hospital/healthcare
environmental control and indoor air quality.
He is also an ASHRAE Distinguished Lecturer, a Certified Energy
Manager (CEM), a Certified Demand Side Manager CDSM), a Certified
Water Efficiency Professional (CWEP), a Certified Sustainable
Facilities Professional (SFP), a. Board Certified Indoor Air Quality
: Manager (CIAQM), and is Health Care Constructor Certified (HCCC).
Py He is active in the American Society for Health Care Engineering
il  (ASHE) as Member and serving on the ASHE Editorial Advisory Board,
the American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, and Air Conditioning
Engineers (ASHRAE) as Member and past Chapter President, the
American College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE), the Association of
Energy Engineers (AEE), and many other national and regional
industry associations.
David has authored numerous technical articles for industry
magazines and journals including ASHRAE, Medical Construction &
Design, Healthcare Design, Engineered Systems, Heating-Piping &
Air-Conditioning, and others. He is a featured presenter at national,
international, and regional industry associations and events.
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